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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


California's newest rail line, the oneand-a-half-million dollar Burney 
extension of the McCloud River Railroad, is progressing towards completion 
on schedule, reports Flake Willis, company president. 

McCloud River Railroad operates from the town of Mt. Shasta on the 
Southern Pacific, across the shoulder of Mt. Shasta into McCloud, and over 
to a connection with the Great Northern at Hambone, and also has a branch 
which runs to Pondosa, 30 miles south of McCloud. This northern California 
short line railroad is undertaking the entire construction of a 32-mile line to 
tap the rich forest reserves in the Burney basin area. 

The extension leavs the railroad’s present Pondosa line at Bear Flat. From 
Bear Flat to Ditch Creek, a distance of 10 miles, an existing logging line furn- 
ished the right-of-way. The McCloud River Railroad completely overhauled 
it, laying heavier rail, new creosoted ties, and lava rock ballast. At Ditch 
Creek new construction begins, with deep cuts and high fills in mountainous 
territory. This earth moving work was made necessary by a 35-mile-per-hour 
operating speed called for by the management on the new railroad. 

Under construction is an overpass for the railroad on State Highway 89 
just north of Lake Britton, and a 500-foot bridge over the lake. Due to the 
depth of the dam-impounded waters of the Pit River, the railroad found it 
necessary to use a 300-foot long center span with a 100-foot approach span 
on each side. The overpass will be finished by the first of November, while 
the bridge should be completed before the end of 1954. 

Completion of the railroad into Burney is not anticipated until late spring, 
but already car loads of revenue freight are moving north out of Cayton Valley, 
a few miles above Lake Britton. 

McCloud River Lumber Co. will commence logging in the Burney basin 
following completion of the line. It is estimated that their operations will 
last for 50 years, thereby assuring the railroad sufficient traffic to pay for 
the extension. 

Plans are already being formulated by the Burney Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Central Coast Railway Club of San Jose to welcome the 
arrival of the iron horse at Burney with a gold spike ceremony. It will mark 
the completion of the first railroad extension into new territory in northern 
California by private capital in 25 years. 
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By Joseph B. Sheridan 

Save Francisco voters settled 

the cable car controversy with 
finality yesterday, defeating by 
128,482 to 78,466 Proposition J, 
which would have restored the 
cable lines as they were last 
January. 

But research by The News 
showed today months will pass 
before any real changes in the 
cable car system as it’s now 
operating will be possible. 

Defeat of Proposition J assures 
the Public Utilities Commission 
and the Municipal Railway it 
can proceed with the million-dol- 
lar consolidation of an abbrevi- 
ated system decreed in Proposi- 
tion E, the earlier cable car 
measure which the voters ap- 
proved in June, 

Oliver M. Rousseau, PUC pres- 
ident, promised today the com- 
mission “shall proceed to put 
Plan B into effect as soon as pos- 
sible after the State Legislature 
approves it (in January).” 

But Charles D. Miller, Muni 
manager, said engineering for 
the considerable physical 
changes contemplated hasn’t 
even been started. “Guessing 
roughly,” he predicted the ma- 
jor changes wouldn’t be accom- 
plished for a year or more. 

His boss, Utilities Mgr. James 
H. Turner, termed that ‘‘a prob- 
ably accurate prediction.” 

“It will be a question of pro- 
gramming the work,” Turner 
said. 

“There are several relatively 
large jobs that will have to be 
done before full consolidation can 
be completed.” 

Turner was optimistic about 
the future of operation under 
Proposition E. He said manage- 
ment, by eliminating unprofita- 
ble lines, already had cut costs 
down, and added: 

“The future, of course, depends 
upon passenger traffic. But if 
any cable line is going to pay its 
way, this one will.” 

Mrs. Hans Klussmann, chair 
man of the Citizens Committee 
To Save the Cable Cars, issued 
a statement of regret that Prop- 
osition J had lost and calling on 
city officials “to run the remain- 
ing lines efficiently and to a 
high standard of service.” 


The Western 


‘Keep All Cables’ Plan Defeated; 
Anti-Prop. J Vote Nearly 5-3 


Assails ‘Deception’ 

More bitterly, Morris Lowen- 
thal, heading the Cable Car Vi- 
gilantes, charged the voters 
“were confused and misled by 
City Hall transit officials into 
sanctioning a further dismem- 
berement of our world-famots 
cable car system.” 

Lowenthal predicted it would 
take a two-million-dollar bond 
issue about two years hence to 
complete financing of Proposi- 
tion, E. ‘ 

(Complete statements by Mrs. 
Klussmann, Rousseau and Lo- 
wenthal on Page 28.) 


*roposition E will require the 
supervisors to provide $855,820 
for financing the consolidation— 
from any surplus funds available 
by next July 1.and by inclusion 
of the rest in the 1955-56 budget. 

In addition, Proposition E sets 
aside any money realized from 
sale of the powerhouse property 
at the southwest corner of Cali- 
fornia and Hyde (an anticipated 
$175,000) to help the financing. 

Consolidates Lines 

Under consolidation, the Wash- 
ington-Jackson cable operation 
west of Hyde-st will be aband- 
oned, and service on the north- 
ern section of the former Hyde- 
st line restored. The No. 80 bus 
line will be swung westward to 
Jackson and Steiner-sts as a sub- 
stitute for the Washington-Jack- 
son run to Steiner. 

Ultimately the city will sell as 
surplus the 30 red and gold Cali- 
fornia-st cable cars now idle, re- 
taining the 10 in service along 
with the city’s 27 green and 
white cars on the other lines. 

Miller said today one job Muni 
may be able to tackle early is to 
reclaim cable, pulleys and other 
equipment now underground on 
the lines abandoned in May. 


Street Repair 

Works Dir. Sherman P. Ducke] 
recently announced separate 
plans to recondition the streets 
on such lines. Instead of prying 
up the tracks, the troughs will be 
filled with sand and redwood 
pounded into the cable slots, and 
the whole street paved over curb 
to curb. 

But that work, too, is months 
away. City Eng. Ralph G. Wads- 
worth said today the plans and 
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specifications won’t be drafted 
until spring. 

Other physical jobs include the 
consolidation of cable car opera- 
tions out of a single powerhouse, 
transfer of the 12-foot shiv wheel 
on which the California-st cable 
revolves from California and Pre- 
sidio-av to California and Van 
Ness; and installation of a new 
turntable at Beach and Hyde. 

Among track and cable changes 
necessary under Proposition E, 


Miller pointed out today, will be 
engineering of new curves at 
California and Hyde-sts, Jackson 
and Hyde, and Washington and 
Hyde. 

Powerhouse Job 

The rest of the work will con- 
sist of rebuilding the Washing- 
ton-Mason powerhouse, recondi- 
tioning the cable cars and con- 
struction of a new power plant. 

Yesterday’s vote on Proposi- 
tion J marked the end of what 
had become the hottest local 
issue on the ballot. 

The battle lines were drawn 
early this year, after the Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission voted 
Jan. 1l—in a session branded 
“star chamber’ because the 
public was barred, though news- 
pepermen were admitted—on a 
series of cable car curtailments 
on economy grounds. 

These proposals were ap- 
proved by a 7-4 vote of the Board 
of Supervisors, and on Feb. 6 
the first of them was’ carried 
out with abandoment of the 
Jones-st shuttle. 


Service Cut Off 

On May 16, cable service was 
abandoned on the Hyde- O’Far- 
rell lines and on California-st 
west of Van Ness-av. The No. 
80 (Leavenworth) bus was sub- 
stituted for Hyde-O’Farrell serv- 
ice and extra vehicles added to 
the No. 55 (Sacramento-Clay) 
bus line for patrons along Cali- 
fornia-st. 

Meanwhile the PUC, accused 
of plotting the ultimate extinc- 
tion of all cable cars, revived a 
consolidation proposal original- 
ly made by Marmion Mills, Muni 
consultant, and this was ordered 
on the June ballot as Proposi- 
tion E. 








War was declared on the meas- 
ure by the Citizens Committee To 
Save the Cable Cars, which be- 
gan circulating petitions for its 
own initintive (Proposition J), 
preserving all cable lines in 
operation as of last Jane 1. 

Proposition E was approved 
by a 10,000-vote margin in June, 
authorizing the PUC to carry out 
the following curtailed operation: 

Keep Wharf Line 

The present Mason - Taylor 
(Fisherman’s Wharf) branch of 
the Powell-st line will be re- 
tained, along with the abbrevi- 
ated California-st line now éper- 
ating from Market to Van Ness- 
av. 

The Washington- Jackson 
branch of the Powell-st line will 
be abandoned, and the Washing- 
ton-Jackson branch turned into 
Hyde-st to run north over the old 
Hyde-st tracks, terminating at 
Beach and Hyde, near Aquatic 
Park. 

The No, 80 bus will be rerouted 
to accommodate those now 
served by the Washington-Jack- 
son lines. 

Cost, Breakdown 

Management’s cost breakdown 
on Proposition E follows: 

Rehabilitating the Washington- 
Mason powerhouse, $250,000; new 
power plant, $150,000; slot recon- 


struction, $164,000; track and ca- 
ble changes, $202,750; new turn- 
table at Beach and Hyde, $109,- 
070; reconstruction of cable cars, 
$155,000. 

Proposition J was drafted to 
wipe out all these changes and 
keep the cable car system oper- 
ating as it was last Jan. 1. It 
was placed on yesterday’s ballot 
on the strength of more than 75,- 
000 signatures gathered by cable 
car supporters on their initiative 
petition. 


Unions Discuss 
Representation 
Of Muni Carmen 


Representatives of the AFL 
and CIO carmen’s unions met 
here today to discuss the possi- 
bility of an election to decide 
which shall represent the 1900 
Municipal Railw, perating em- 
ployes. 0/35 

Several attempts at such a 
move have been made since 1944. 

The AFL Amalgamated Assn. 
of Street Electric Railway & Mo- 
tor Coach Employes will be rep- 
resented by Henry Mann, inter- 
national representative, and 
Charles Wood, president of Local 
1380, 





1i——— Under City Hall pO 


Old Street Cars He 
For Scrap Heap 


By Dick Nolan 


























Scrapping of the Muni’s tired old Iron Monster street. 
cars is being quietly plotted at City Hall, and a good rid. 
dance, too! ; 

What is proposed is a deal for the leasing of ninety 
modern streamliners, to provide one-man operation on 
all of the railway’s remaining streetcar lines. 

First glances indicate that the $600,000 a year in 
operating costs that the new cars would save would be 

more than enough to pay the rent, 
leaving a tidy sum left over for 
$600.000 the relief of the taxpayers. 

Annual If the deal goes through, the 

Savings new cars can be manufactured in 

a matter of less than a year, and 
be fed into service as they come off the line. 

These would be shiny new cars, of course. This is no 
second hand streetcar deal, like that proposed by the 
owners of the abandoned San Diego electric car lines. 

Biggest legal stumbling block appears to be the 
charter restriction that forbids the Muni from leasing 
equipment beyond a single year’s term. But there is 
every indication that the city and the manufacturers 
can get together on this. 

Once the procedure received the necessary ap- 
provals from everybody (mayor, supervisors, utilities 
commission, controller, city attorney and the little 
lady who lives on the J line) there would be a regular 
call for bids. 

The big equipment manufacturers would be in- 
vited to submit their proposals. After which Muni 
would be in business with a brand new fleet of stream- 
liners, paying for themselves out of the gains of their 
own efficiency, 


x * * 

There is still a cheaper way the city could accom- 

plish the same thing, of course. And that is by bond 

issue, and outright purchase of the money-saving stream- 
liners. 

The interest costs on the bonds, it seems certain, 

would be less than the carrying 











— that would be “built in” Interest 
0 a lease deal. 

But a bond issue for the pur- Would 
pose would take much longer to | Cost Less 
clear. There would be some loss to 





the Muni for every extra day the railway had to operate 
the money-eating old bone rattlers. At $600,000 a year, 
it doesn’t take many months of operation to pile up a 
fair sized deficit. 

The lease proposal, whatever happens, will focus 
sharp attention on the heavy expense of the old-fashioned 
cars. The facts, it can be predicted, will force some kind 
of action. 


x *k * 
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City Chooses Between Cable Car Systems 
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PROPOSITION “J’—This map shows the cable lines as they existed last Jan. 1 before 
any curtailment of service was begun. This will be the cable system if Proposi- 
tion “J” passes at the election 
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PROPOSITION “E”’—This map shows the cable Itnes as they will be curtailed under 
Proposition “E,” also known as Plan “B” approved by the voters in the primaries 
last June. This will be the cable system if Proposition “J” is defeated 
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Mileage Under Two Plans 


(Prop. E approved in last election) (Prop. J as proposed in this election) 
No. 59 Powell-Taylor 1.61 miles No. 59 Powell-Taylor 1.61 miles 
No. 60 Powell-Jackson-Hyde 2.06 miles No. 60 Powell-Jackson 2.23 miles 
No. 61 California 1.42 miles No. 61 California 2.80 miles 
No. 62 Hyde-O’Farrell 2.20 miles 
No. 63 Jones shuttle 30 miles 









5.09 miles Total 9.14 miles 
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A two-hour discussion on the 
need for a $45,000 San Francisco 
rapid transit study ended incon- 
clusively yesterday afternoon be- 
fore the supervisors’ finance 
commitice. J 1/4 

Chairman Byron Arnold put 
the matter over one week while 
city utilities, works and plan- 
ning experts are asked to define 
the scope of such a study and 
to estimate the time it would 
take. 

Mayor Robinson was on hand 


Rapid Transit Study Is Put Off 


| “qualified person” be delegated 
to co-ordinate a local rapid trans- 
it Commission drew fire from 
Supervisor Marvin Lewis, a 
member of the commission. 

He said there are five San 
Franciscans on the commission 
“not only in complete touch, but 
in complete control’ of the rapid 
transit study. 

Lewis said the study may cost 
more than $45,000, and declared 
the only purpose would be to en- 
able San Francisco to decide 





to discuss the plan, which is|what type of rapid transit it 
backed by the downtowners’| wants. He questioned whether 
Parking and Traffic Council. |this decision couldn't be made 


The mayor's suggestion that a on the basis og existing reports. 


Do-It-Now Group Shown 
Movies of Monorail Model 


Supervisor Marvin E. Lewis, monorail probably would have 
tireless advocate of monorail as to dangle from one side, Lewis 


5 sobution advan cto This might be hard on the 
transit problems, continued ms nerves of some passengers. but 
campaign yesterday by taking the German line, Lewis remind- 
the Do-It-Now Committee to the ed the committee, has operated 
movies. 10 21 54 _ Since 1901 without a single accis 
Ae his behest, the Monorail dent—except for one suicide. 
Engineering & Construction Corp. _ Lewis gave the committee some 
of San Francisco showed the estimates on trav2] time by 
committee movies of an up-to- monorail from Third and Mar- 
date test model of the transit ket-sts to various points: 
device first employed 53 years To Parkmerced, 19 minutes; 
ago at Wuppertal, Germany. Kezar Stadium, 11 minutes; 28th- 
The new style employs lower, av and Taraval-st, 19 minutes; 
less complicated supports for the Geary-blvd and Park-Presidio-av, 
single overhead rail, and is 18 minutes. 
esthetically an improvement over 
the German model, Lewis de- 


clared. . J 
The new style monorail cars 


run noiselessly along their track 
on rubber-tired wheels at speeds 


. 
up to 60 miles an hour, he said. Cars Explained 
Where a subway would cost an 
imated 18 million dollars a a - 
caile, Shifted During Rush 


mile, monorail can be installed 
for two millions a mile—includ- Hours, Official Says 
By Mr. Fixit 


ing equipment, Lewis declared. 
One of our readers in the Park- 


Reminding the committee that 
the Bay Area Rapid Transit Com- 
mission is considering monorail side, who asked that we omit his 
as a means of integrated, area- name, wonders why ,he often 
wide mass transit, Lewis said sees two-man streamliner street 
that Joseph B. Strauss, chief en- cars operating during the day- 
gineer for the Golden Gate time slack hours when one-man 
Bridge, envisioned monorail in cars are on the rails at the peak 
the future and provided for it in periods. 
the bridge plueprints. ; Charles D. Miller, Muni gen- 
The bridge is so designed, era) manager, explains that of 
Lewis said, that the overhead oy, 49 streamliners, only 25 have 
rail could run between the toW- been converted to one-man op- 
ers above the roadbed eration, to date. The other 15 


The Bay Bridge, on the other \ii) be converted by January, 
hand, has no such provision, and he says. 





‘Vigilantes’ 
File Suit 10/25 
Against PUC 


A taxpayers’ suit was filed to- 
day by three San Franciscans in 
an effort to prevent the city Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission from 
fighting Proposition J which 
would restore cable-car service. 

The suit was filed by Morris 
Lowenthal, an attorney, chair- 
man of the Cable Car Vigilantes, 
in behalf of Dr. John Drew, Dr. 
Thomas G. Hall and John Alcorn 
as taxpayers. 

It was filed against David 
Jones, hired by the PUC Jast 
spring as director of the Bureau 
of Public Services of the PUC; 

The suit accused Jones of cir- 
culating “misleading, deceptive, 
confusing and untruthful argu- 
ments as well as misrepresenta- 
tions of fact to the voting public 
of San Francisco” with relation 
to the two cable car propositions, 
last June’s Proposition E for cur- 
tailment of the cable car system, 
and next week’s Proposition J. 

It further says that the PUC, 
for seven years, has carried on 
an “unrelenting campaign for 
the elimination of the cable 
cars.” 


Jones’ Salary Hit 

The suit says there is no au- 
thority in the city charter au- 
thorizing funds for the purpose 
of influencing the voters in favor 
of or against any municipal prop- 
osition, and it asks for an injunc- 
tion to prevent further payment 
of salary for Jones. 

It asks further that the city 
treasury be repaid for the money 
already paid to Jones. The suit 
says the PUC hired Jones, for- 
mer newspaperman, last April 
as a press agent or publicity man 
to influence the voters in con- 
nection with cable car proposi- 
tions. 


Cable Cars Stalled 
Cable-car traffic ncrthbound on 
Powell-st was stalled from 6:10 
to 6:30 p.m yesterday, when a 
car's grip broke. 10 /25 





During the day, all 25 one-man 
cars operate on the “K”’ line 
Come the rush hour, however, 
some of the cars are transferred 
to the longer “L”’ line, where 
our reader rides them, and some 
of the old-type streetcars, in use 
during the day, are sent to the 
barn. 
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+ Cable Car Is San Francisco Heritage 
— City Should Continue Remaining Cable Street Railroads, First Devel- 


1873 = DUMMY AND CAR TRAIN 


~~ oped Here, Used Throughout the World, and Now Only in Opera- 
sureau tion in this City. 

PUC; By HENRY C. COLLINS 

of cir- 

— It has been said, with justification, that this nation 
aaa. was literally bound together with raile of steel. As the steam 
public railroads played an important part in the development of the 
lation United States; 80, in San Francisco, the cable street railways 
tions, made possible the building up of certain hilly sections of the 
dieax city. The horse cars could never have provided transportation to 
— these locations; electric cars could have only partially eovered 
PUC the districts and then only by circuitous routes, Until the ad- 
ed on vent of the automobile, residence in some of the most desirable 
n for parts of the city would have been limited to those hardy souls 
cable who would be willing to elimb heavy grades on foot. Cable cars, 


however, went right across the steepest hills. The localities 
thus served were quickly built up, and real estate values were 


0 au- increased by an estimated $10,000,000 in the area served by one 
r au- cable line alone. 

rpose 

favor As is well known, San Francisco is the birthplace of 
prop- the cable railroad. and when its death finally comes it will be 
ee in the city of its birth. The accompanying map shows the tremen- 


oe dous development of the cable lines in San Francisco between 1873 


city and 1894. During this same period the cable system was used in 
Bsncd most of the principal -- and some of the smaller -- cities of the 
suit »— United States, and it spread to other cities around the world, 


, for- But the electric railroad, following too closely on the heels of 
April the cable road, soon out-distanced and replaced the cables. 80 
man the only true cable lines in existance in the world today are 
con- the two remaining systems in San Francisco. And only gan Fran- 
posi; Ff cigco's sentimental attachment to these relice of a glorious past 


can keep them going against the competition of the automobile, 


Space does not permit enumberation of the dates of the 
nd on } Various lines and extensione thereof. Initial operations were 


bay started on the cable railroads in San Francisco as follows; 





5 Clay street Hill Railroad.............1870 

Sutter Street Railroad......... onec enone 
-man ; Califronia Street Cable Railroad......1878 
line Geary Street, Park & Ocean Railroad...1880 
cath Presidio & Ferries Railroad...........1880 


erred 
vhere 
some 
1 use 
» the 


Market Street Cable Railway...........18835 
Ferries & Cliff House Railroad........1888 
Omnibus Cable Company..........+.0++..1889 
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In 1893 all of the lines’ shown on 
the map were in operation except that the 
first line in thw world, the Clay Street 
Hill Railroad, had been absorbed into the 
Ferries & Cliff House system and the 
track between Larkin and Van Ness had 
been abandoned. -- In passing it might be 
noted that the Ferries & Cliff House Rail 
Way was popularly known as the Powell 
Street Railroad, and all or its cars were 
so marked. -- Also the extention of the 
line on Pulton from Bighth to Twelfth was 
not made until a later date. The Filmore 
Hill and Telegraph Hill lines were counter 
balances and are not considered here as 
not true cable car lines. 


At the peak of the development in 
San Francisco, the total trackage of all 
cable lines amounted to 1124 miles. It 
is of interest to note the great concent- 
ration of lines in that portion of San 
Francisco known as the western Addition, 
with a competing line on practically 
every east-west street. The particular 
competition between the Market Street 
cable system and the Omnibus Cable is 
also showne The Market Street Cable Rail- 
way and California Street Cable Railroad 
occupied stragegic positions and were 
good paying propositions. The Sutter 
and Geary street lines had some very good 
years---when large sums of money were not 
going out for reconstruction and wer. 
of extentions, but the Ferries & Clif 
House and Omnibus Cable never paid a cent 
in dividends. 


In 1893 the Southern Pacific inter- 
ests organized the Market Street Railway 
which was a consolidation of the Market 
Street Cable Railway with all of the 
existing horse-car lines, the steam road 
to the Beach, the Ferries & Cliff House, 
and the Omnibus Cable. The various com- 
peting roads had been carrying on an orgy 
of building of new lines and extentions, 
and one of the inducements for the con- 
solidation was the prospect of putting an 
end to the unwarrented expansion of exist- 
ing competitive systems. The Market 
Street Railway lost no time in dealing 
with the hated rival of its parent comp- 
any, and shortly after the turn of the 
century all of the Qmnibus cable lines 
had been abandoned, converted to electric 
operation or consolidated into other 
linsse 
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1883 - COMBINATION CAR 


Next, in1902, the United Railroads of gan Francisco 
was created by the consolidation of the Market street Railway, 
the Sutter Street cable system and two independent electric 
lines. But three cable roads, The Califronia, Union and Geary 
Streets remained independent lines. Under the new organization, 
cable operations were further curtailed by the cutting back of 
the Sacramento Street line from Sixth Avenue and Fulton Street to 
Sacramento and Walnut Streets. 

It was the earthquake and fire of 1906, however, that 
spelled the doom of the greater part of the cable lines. After 
that disaster there remained only the California Street system, 
the lines (although cut down) of the former Ferries & Cliff House 
system, Geary Street, Pacific Avenue and Bhe Castro Street lines. 
The Geary Street cable road continued operations until 1912 when 
a was finally taken over by the city and rebuilt as an electric 

ine. 


At this point it might be mentioned that when the Mar- 
ket Street Railway was organized in 1895 that company guare.ateed 
$2,000,000 of outstanding Omnibus Cable Company bohds, and $1,700 
000 of Ferries & Cliff House Railroad bonds. The United Rail- 
roads had acquired this debt, and when the bonds became due in 
1918 that company was unable to meet the obligations. This re- 
sulted in a re-organization by which the Market Street Railway 
corporation was revived in 1921 to take over the United Railroad. 
Under this management the Pacific Avenue cable line was abandoned 
in 1929, the Gastro g§treet cable was replaced by motor busses in 
1941, and the Sacramento and Clay Streets line came to the same 
end in the following year. 


How long the remaining lines will continue cable opera- 
tions is a matter of conjecture. The California street Cable 
Railroad Company, the only road to survive the various consolida- 
tions and the only privately-owned street railroad in San Fran- 
cisco today, has announced that it will replace its cable cars 
with motor buses as soon as the latter become available after the 
war. By its acquisition, in 1944, of the Market Street Railway 
the Municipal Railway of San Francisco came into possession of 
the only other cable road -~ the remains of the former Ferries & 
Cliff House system. What the city will do with the Powell and 
Mason, and the Jackson and Washington Streets lines remains to 
be seen. True gan Franciscans are very sentimental about 
their funny, little old cable cars which played so igportant 4 
part in the early development of the city. Perhaps they will de- 
mand that the cables be kept in operation as one of the few re- 
maining traditions of the city's romantic and picturesque past. 
Few American cities have such a past. San Francisco is out- 
standing among the few. 
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1890 » CALIFORNIA CAR 


lway, 

tric 

coer The automobile was first though of as a horseless car- 

On, —riege. The cable car started out as a “horseless" horse car 
ck of guch are the workings of the mind of man. It is the same mental 
et to F irocess which gives us electric lighting fixtures which are made 
to look like candles or even old kerosene lanterns. 

that Vehicles had always been drawn by animals. Even on the 
After railroad the cars were drawn by a locomotive. So for the first 
stem, Foable road it was natural that the grip should be mounted on 
wong anopen car simular to those used by the section crew on the 
ope railroad. This "dummy", or mechanical horse, as it were, was to 


draw the passenger car. In fact the original plan for the Clay 
ctric | street Hill Railroad was that the dummy would pull the passenger 
car up to the top of the steep hills and there turn it over to 
horses for the remainder of the trip over a route to the north 
» Mar- which could be negotiated by horses. But before operations 
.ateed | started, someone had the ida of putting seats on the dummy and 
1,700 | thus increasing the pay load. 


Rail- 

ue in This was in 1873, and all of the cable roads built in 
8 re- the next ten years used the dummy-and-trailer rorm of train. In 
Llway some parts of the country the trains consisted of a dummy and 
road. several cars. The next step in the development occurred in 1885 


idoned — when the Market Street Cable Railway started operations with the 
is in s0-called combination car in which the dummy and trailer were 
} same built into one vehicle on two pivoted trucks. The grip was 
mounted on the forward truck. Subsequently built cable roads 
used this pattern of car, the gan Francisco examples being the 
Fable Ferries & Cliff House Railroad and the Omnibus Cable Company. 
Hered The dummy-and-trailer train had to be reversed at the 


+ seni ends of the line by the use of turn-tables or by juggling the 
ent cars with two sets of switches. The combination car required a 


turn-table or a wye. Such operations consumed considerable 
yr the amounts of both time and effort. So when, in 1890, the Califor- 
1 Lway nia Street Cable Railroad buit its cross-town line on Hyde, 
on of Jones and O'Farrell Streets, and extended its California gtreet 
‘les & line to Drumm Street, the company produced a new type of double- 
¥““~ end car which could be run in either direction. e grip was 
an mounted in one truck and operated at one end by a removable han- 
fant & dle, and by a rod under the car and a lever at the other end. 

1 de- This double-end type of car became known as the California car, 
w ree and while it came too late in the life of the cable roads to be 
past. Copied by other roads--except the Sacramento and Clay Streets and 


; out- Castro street lines--it did serve as the stanaard pattern for all 
electric cars throughout the west for many years following. 
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TOP - One of the few open cars on Powell street during the 
United Railroads regime. 

MIDDLE - The only closed and one-man operated car attempted 
in San Francisce on the Pacific avenue line. 

BOTTOM - California Street Cable Railroad #13 in its war-time 
plain paint job. Photos from Ken Kidder 
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UP Construction Projects 
Total $2.4 Million 


Current construction projects on the 
Union Pacific total in excess of $2.390,- 


The largest is a main-line relocation 
at Denver, which includes installation 
of centralized traffic control, at a tot: | 
cost of $810,330. At Kansas City, Kan., 
a warehouse building, 160 ft by 200 ft. 
is being built at a cost of $276,500. 
New speed control and automatic 
switch control equipment is being in- 
stalled in the North Platte (Neb.) 
yard, at a cost of $391,430. Other pro- 
jects include a gas line to the Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, powerhouse ($211,000;) a 
track scale at Cozad. Neb. ($56,680); a 
160-ft extension to the Laramie, Wyo., 
timber treating plant retort ($148.,- 
680); a remote controlled interlock- 
ing plant at Denver ($98,270), and ad- 
ditional yard trackage at Lawrence, 
Kan. ($38,100). 

A new 10,000-bbl fuel storage tank 
being erected at Ogden, Utah, will 
cost $115,690; a new water treatment 
plant is being built at Salt Lake City, 
at a cost of $38,600. while additional 
trackage in the Los Angeles metropoli- 
tan area involves expenditure of $25.- 
440. A one-story frame freighthouse, 26 
ft by 86 ft, is being erected at Wilm- 
ington, Cal., at a cost of $62,930. Work 
on the Huntington, Ore., enginehouse 
and engine facilities totals $116,420, 
and includes installation of two auto- 
matic oil-fired steam generators. 


Faster Freight Service 
On Pacific Coast 


A new and faster freight service 
from the San Francisco Bay area to 
Portland and Seattle was placed in 
effect by the Western Pacific and the 
Great Northern October 18. 

Symbol freight train “SWG,” which 
leaves San Francisco at 7 p-m. and 
Oakland at 10 p.m. each night, now 
arrives at Portland at 5:30 p.m. the 
second day, and at Seattle at 10 p.m. 

eight hours earlier than heretofore, 
Deliveries can be made in both cities 
on the third morning. Connections with 
schedules for other Pacific Northwest 
cities have been similarly improved, 

The Santa Fe operates a connecting 
service from Los Angeles on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Fridays, leaving at 10 
p.m. and providing fourth morning 
placement in both Seattle and Port- 
land. Free LCL pick-up and delivery 
is provided. : 
_The trains operate via the Bieber, 
Cal.. gateway, with connections with 
the Santa Fe at Stockton. 
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Santa Fe to Start New 
Dallas Line “At Once” 


With receipt of an Interstate Com- 
merce Commission certificate authoriz- 
ing construction of its new line into 
Dallas, Tex., the Santa Fe plans to 
start work on the $6.5-million project 
immediately. 

J. P. Cowley, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the Gulf. Colorado & 
Santa Fe, at Galveston, has been named 
to handle all real estate transactions 
in connection with the right of way and 
will shortly open an office in Dallas. 

The road has agreed to conditions 
of the ICC’s August 4 order, that the 
line be built through Denton instead 
of on a line east of Lake Dallas. as 
originally projected 


TV in SP Yard 


Use of industrial television as “extra 
eyes,” to aid in watching freight car 
movements and general switching op- 
erations over a large area, is the aim 
of TV tests now being conducted by 
the Southern Pacific in one of its 
yards at Los Angeles. The experi- 
mental TV setup includes two cameras 
—one wide lens and one telescopic lens 
mounted on a special structure atop 
the general yardmaster’s large-win- 
dowed tower, 60 ft above track level— 
and also one TV viewer installed at 
the desk of the terminal superintendent. 

Over the TV viewer the terminal 
superintendent or general yardmaster 
gets a wide picture of yard activities 
in a 40-track area where freight trains 
are made up. Pressing a button brings 
in a picture from the telescopic lens, 
giving him a closeup of yard operations 
2,000 ft away. He can see obstructions, 
or defects on cars, and spot safety 
violations or vandalism. Five or six 
cameras are proposed in a permanent 
installation which could cover a two- 
mile long railroad yard from every 
angle. Cameras housed in all-weather 
boxes fitted with automatic tempera- 
ture controls and windshield wipers 
would be remotely controlled, from a 
panel beside the 10-in. viewer, to swing 
from side to side or focus on chosen 
areas. 





Southern Pacifie.—Enlarging and 
retimbering a 3,610-ft tunnel near 
Cuesta, Cal., has been completed and 
the company soon will begin installa- 
tion of continuous reinforced concrete 
lining in the first 640-ft section at the 
west end. Estimated cost of this lining 
job exceeds $200,000. The company 
expects to continue the concreting 
work until the entire tunnel is lined. 












NOVEMBER DATES 

16th - Cal Nevada meeting, Lakeshore Library, Oak- 
land, 8:00 p.m. 

18th - Nor-Cal meeting, coach at Third & Townsend 
S.P. depot, San Francisco, 8:00 p.m. 

Due to Thanksgiving and Christmas the Pacific 
Coast Chapter, R&LHS, combines its November and 
December meetings on the off-date of Friday, Dec- 
ember 10th, Mills Tower, 220 Bush, San Francisco 
at 8:00 p.m. 


ADDITIONS TO LAST ISSUE 

Feather River Railway 

Engine #5 specifications 12x15 36 200 36000 155000 
Swayne Lumber Company (three foot gauge) 

Engine #3 is 10x10 29 180 14300 

Engine #4 is 8x8 274 160 10300 

Engine #B is 9x14 30 130 4180 24000 


KEY SYSTEM HISTORY STILL AVAILABLE 

A history of the Key Route interurban lines betwee 
the East Bay and San Francisco issued in 1948 by a 
group of Bay Area railfans is still available throu 
The Western Railroader, It is 20 pages 85x11 photo 
lith with many photos and maps. It is $2.00 peostpai 
via The Western Railroader, P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, 
California, . 


SANTA FE ANNOUNCES LA-SD TRAILER-ON-FLATCAR 

The Santa Fe Railway has announced they will soon 
put a trailer-on-flatcar service between Los Angeles 
and San Diego. From the schedule given it appears 
the cars will make a roundtrip leaving LA at 9 p.m. 
and arriving back at 8:00 a.m. 


GREAT NORTHERN DOME CAR PLANS 
The Great Northern expects delivery of 16 dome 
coaches and 6 full length dome cars the second 
quarter of 1955. Each of the five Empire Builder 
trains will have 3 dome coaches and one full dome. 
One car of each type will be retained as spares. 
The Observation-lounge cars now on the Western 
Star will be altered and placed on the Empire Build- 
er and the observation-lounge cars on the Empire 
Builder will be shifted to the Western Star. The 
alteration will consist of adding Pullman space 
reducing the lounge to a table and 6 chairs. 
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4 SUPERIOR SITTING on our Shasta 


» Daylight these days . . . we're now get- 


ting those new type chair cars with 


the terrifically tall “Skyview” win- 


‘dows (6 inches taller & wider than or- 


dinary), the “hammock suspension” 


' foam rubber seats, and “feather touch” 


doors that open at a mere nudge, and 


those handy baggage elevators. 


By the time this is printed, the first 
{such new chair cars will have gone 
into service on our Shasta Daylight as 
cars No. 92 and 91. In about 60 days, 
all 10 cars should have arrived. 

On the Overland, too, sitting is 


> prettier. The St. Louis chair car (de- 


signated No. 282 
No. 
97 westbound) is 
now a 44-seate: 
equipped with 
those voluptu- 
ously comforta- 
ble pull-out leg 
rests, replacing the former 48-seat car. 
And on every other day, starting on 
No. 28 Oct. 8 from Oakland Pier, re- 
turning on No. 27 from Sparks Oct. 9, 
the Oakland-Sparks car RC-1 will be a 
36-seat leg rest car. On alternate days 
it will be the regular 48 seat car. 


eastbound, 





“PULLMAN GREEN", a good color in 
its day, is strictly old hat from now on. 
The smart car-about-SP will be turned 
out in two-tone grey, set off by lighter 
striping. We'll repaint them as fast as 
they report for regular shopping. This 
follows a wend set by our sleck over- 
night stveamliners, the Lark and the 
Cascade. We've already given several 
of our S. F. Peninsula fleet the new 
color do, and our commuters love it. 
This of course will 
not change such “name” 
streamliners as our ved- 
headed Daylights, ou 
blonde City of SF and 
platinum 


State 


ou blonde 


Golde and Sunset Limited. 


* 


Train your child in the way he should go 
—and walk there yourself once in a while. 





SP. ‘Piggyback’ Service 
From Bay Area Planned 


Southern Pacific Co.’s trailer-flatear operations, 





popularly 


known as “piggyback,” will be expanded late this month to in- 
clude service between San Francisco Bay Area and other Central 
California cities and points in Eastern Oregon, Idaho, Utah and 


Wyoming, the railroad announced 
The new service, effective Oct. — 


31 with full-scale shipment of 
general commodities in both di- 
rections, provides for inter- 
change of equipment with the 
Union Pacific Railroad. 

This is believed to be the first 
time two railroads have joined 
in an operation of this kind. 

A limited trailer-flatear move- 
ment to Reno will get under way 
Oct. 25 when traffic rates on beer 
to that point become effective. 

All trailers, after loading at a 
California ‘shipper’s door, will be 
handled by Pacific Motor Truck- 
ing Co., a Southern Pacific sub- 
sidiary, over the highway to 
Roseville where’ they will be 
placed on specially equipped flat 
cars for rail movement beyond. 

Trailer shipments for Califor- 
nia points will be unloaded at 
Roseville and moved to PMT to 
the consignee’s door. 

Interchange of trailers and flat 
cars in the two-way operation 
between Southern Pacific and 
Union Pacific will be made at 
Wells, Nevada, or Ogden, Utah. 
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36 UP ORE TRAIN CARS 
DERAILED, TRACK TORN 


BENJAMIN, Utah, Oct. 15. (2) 
—Thirty-six cars of a 11l-car 
Union Pacific ore train were de- 
railed near this Utah county town 

ay. 

As okesman for the railroad 
said about 1000 feet of track was 
torn up as the heavy cars were 
thrown on their sides, blocking 
the rail line through Provo valley. 
The line was expected to 
blocked for at least 12 hours. It 
does not affect the railroad’s 
transcontinental traffic, which is 
over a line to the west of that 
involved in the wreck. 

broken rail was believed to 
be the cause of the derailment. 


28 OFF TRACK 
BRADY, Neb., Oct. 15. (P— 
The tender and front 28 cars of 
a 73-car eastbound Union Pacific 
freight train were derailed east 
of here early today. 
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Key System Hikes 
Transbay Fares 


Additional Changes 
Are Due Nov. 7 


Key System fare increases 
went into effect this morning, 
with other changes coming 
Nov. 7. 25 

The new rates: 

Transbay—Adult single ticket 
one way, Zone 1, 48 to 50c; Zone 
2, 57 to 60c; Zone 3, 67 to 70c. 

Local — Token price increased 
from six for $] to five for 90c. 
The single 20c fare remains, as 
does the school child, rate. 

The commission denied an in- 
crease in school children’s fares 
or reduction in “‘B’”’ train serv- 
ice, but approved night-time and 
Sunday substitution of buses for 
trains on two lines and service 
eurtailments on 23 motor coach 
lines in the East Bay. 

Key will be permitted to sub- 
stitute buses for the “‘C’’ (Pied- 
mont) train on Sundays and 
nights, provided they operate ‘“‘to 
or near” the present terminal on 
Oakland-av, and alsu on the “‘E” 
(Claremont) line. 

The commission also issued an 
interim order allowing transfer 
of one-half the current operating 
properties of Key System from 
the parent Railway Equipment & 
Realty Co. to the newly-created 
Bay Area Public Service Corp. 

The transfer becomes effective 
when a written agreement em- 


be bodying certain conditions laid 


down by the PUC is accepted by 
the commission. 

Among the conditions: That 
the transfer include one-half of 
the parent company’s current 
assets, totaling $1,447,584; that 
the presidents of the two com- 
vanies not be the same, and that 
at no time shall a majority of 
the directors of the new company 
also be RE&R directors. 





BRANCH LINE 


HERE'S a lot more to railroading 

| than a main line, sleek passenger 

trains and long freights headed 

by powerful, modern diesel locomo- 

tives. Over on the east end of Western 

Pacific’s eastern division, for example, 

the “Tooele Valley Local” plays an 

important role in the railroad picture 

working two branch lines with little 
or no fanfare. 

The Tooele Branch is only 1542 miles 
in length. It begins at Burmester, Utah, 
33 miles west of Roper Yard in Salt 
Lake City and runs southerly, passing 
Marshall and the Tooele Ordnance 
Depot, and terminates at Warner. 

The Ellerbeck Branch begins at El- 
lerbeck, four miles west of Burmester, 
and runs 4.7 miles to Dolomite, passing 
stations Wye and Flux. 

The “TV Local,” so named long be- 
fore the advent of television, makes 
a round trip over both branches three 
times each week; on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays the Tooele Branch only. 

To cover the 118-mile round trip on 
August 11, the crew was called for 
7:30 am., and before returning to 








RAILROADING 


Roper Yard just 12 hours later, this 
busy little local had switched, spotted, 
set out, picked up and delivered 40 
loaded cars and 39 empties. They came 
into Roper Yard with 12 empties and 
1,200 tons of gravel, scrap, phosphate, 
merchandise and machinery loaded in 
14 cars; loads which would soon be 
hitching a ride on faster freights to 
various destinations, all good business 
for our railroad. 

There’s a wonderful feeling of co- 
operation among the train and engine 
crew on the Local, and they’re a hus- 
tling group of railroaders, as shown by 
the pictures on the following pages. 
They’re concerned over the shutting 
down of a local smelter because of a 
drop in raw ore prices, but they’re 
optimistic over the construction of a 
new spur on the Ellerbeck Branch to 
serve a salt company. 

There’s a lot to this branch line rail- 
roading, and you can bet your last 
dollar the “TV Local” will keep the 
freight cars rolling over these two 
important branches. 
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WP ORDERS MORE 

Western Pacific's board of directors, 
at a special meeting held on August 
31, authorized the purchase of forty 
50-foot special type box cars at a cost 
of more than $400,000. 

These cars, built by Pullman-Stand- 
ard Car Manufacturing Company, will 
combine the cushion-underframe con- 
struction, pioneered by Western Pacific 
and Pullman-Standard, with the in- 
terior “DF” (damage- free) cargo- 
bracing apparatus which has been in 
successful operation for many years. 
These cars, which will be known as 





DAMAGE-FREE CARS 


DF + CU, will also have nailable steel 
flooring. 

With the acquisition of these 40 cars, 
4.3 per cent of W P’s total box cars will 
be equipped with damage free equip- 
ment, one of the highest—if not the 
highest—ratios among railroads. 

In addition, 100 double-door 50’6” 
regular all-steel box cars have been 
ordered from Pullman-Standard at a 
cost exceeding $800,000. 

Delivery of all of both type cars will 
be made during the last quarter of 
1954. 
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